BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Emotion Collector: Awakening

12 questions across 4 themes

Richard French

A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

I wrote this book because | wanted to ask a question that bothers me: what happens to a society that
decides certain feelings are too dangerous to be felt? Emma Thorne is not a villain or a hero when we
meet her. She is a person who has been told, from birth, that her capacity to feel is a weapon that
must be pointed outward — never inward. The moment that changes is a four-year-old whose love she
cannot collect. | hope your group finds in Emma'’s awakening something that resonates with your own
experience of being told to contain what you genuinely feel. The questions that follow have no right
answers. They have only honest ones.

EMOTION AND CONTROL IDENTITY AND CONDITIONING

Theme 1: Emotion and Control Theme 2: Identity and Conditioning

1. The Harmony Council presents emotional 4. Emma was built to suppress feeling, yet feeling
suppression as necessary for peace. Do you find breaks through anyway. What does this suggest about
their argument persuasive? At what point does the relationship between identity and authentic
protection become control? emotion?

2. Emma describes her work as essential to social 5. Marcus Chen's conditioning begins to crack through
stability. How does the novel challenge the idea that proximity to Emma. Can loyalty be genuine when it is
order justifies the methods used to achieve it? engineered? How does the novel complicate the idea

of free will?

3. The Council harvests emotions as hazardous 6. Emma lies to protect her awakening feelings. At
waste. What does this metaphor suggest about how what  point does  self-preservation  become
societies treat inconvenient human experiences? self-determination? Was her deception justified?

theemotioncollector.com | Richard French | Indie Pen Press LLC | Free to share with your book club Page 1 of 2



FAMILY AND BETRAYAL

Theme 3: Family and Betrayal

7. Emma's mother is the architect of Project
Terminus. How does the novel explore the idea that
those who harm us most intimately may believe they
are protecting us?

8. The four-year-old Tommy's love is the catalyst for
Emma’'s awakening. Why does a child's emotion
penetrate where adult emotion cannot? What does
this say about conditioned versus unconditioned
feeling?

9. Family loyalty and institutional loyalty are placed
in direct conflict throughout the novel. Which does
Emma ultimately choose, and what does that choice
cost her?

LOVE AS REVOLUTION

Theme 4: Love as Revolution

10. The novel argues that love is not a weakness but
the most revolutionary force in existence. Do you
agree? Can you think of real-world parallels where love
has functioned as resistance?

11. Emma and Marcus's relationship evolves from
handler and subject to something more complex. How
does the novel treat the idea of connection forming
across institutional barriers?

12. The final image of the novel suggests that a
weapon turned against its makers is the beginning of
something larger. What do you think comes next for
Emma, and what does the series title The Emotion
Collector mean differently by the end of Book 1?

The series continues in The Emotion Collector: Fracture Generation — coming Q4 2026. For more resources, author

updates, and book club information visit theemotioncollector.com.
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